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Programme (UNDP). Despite progress in combating 
poverty, 25% of the population live below the pov-
erty line. 
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been active in Nepal since 1959. In 
the framework of its 2013–2017 cooperation strate-
gy, the SDC, in liaison with the Human Security Divi-
sion of the Directorate of Political Affairs, is support-
ing the construction of an integrative state on the 
one hand, and the improvement of the socio-eco-
nomic living conditions of the marginalised pop-
ulation on the other, especially through improving 
access to public services in rural areas. At the nation-
al level, Switzerland is engaged in the dialogue on 
policy in the areas of developing local government, 
migration and human rights. It is concentrating its 
activities geographically on two main areas in the 
centre and west of the country, with the aim of en-
suring and facilitating the rural population’s access 
to public services. 
Construction of an integrative federal state: 
improvement in human security and the rule 
of law 
In Nepal, Switzerland is actively working to set up 
properly functioning and inclusive state structures at 
the national and local levels. By prioritising human 
security and the rule of law, Switzerland is helping 
to combat the culture of violence and widespread 
impunity. 
One project that Switzerland is supporting aims to 
empower the inhabitants of local communities, the 
women in particular, to exercise their rights in deal-
ings with the local government, and also aims to 
improve the authorities’ accountability. Switzerland 
is also assisting in building up the capacity of the 
local administrative structures so as to enable them 
to improve delivery of public services. To date, some 
60 municipalities and 4’000 villages have benefited 
from this project. 
Working on the premise that sustainable devel-
opment is only possible in a context of peace, 
Switzerland’s activities in Nepal are aimed at 
providing support for an inclusive democratic 
state and promotion of an accountable admin-
istration. This includes guaranteeing the re-
spect of human rights and the rule of law by 
public institutions as well as improving food se-
curity and income opportunities. Switzerland’s 
activities in Nepal are concentrated especially 
in two regions in the centre and west of the 
country.
Context 
Since the peace agreement was signed in 2006, Ne-
pal has been a democratic federal state. Despite this 
progress following the end of a civil war that lasted 
ten years, the country is facing huge socio-political 
challenges. Deficits in the fields of human rights, 
the rule of law, social and economic inequalities 
amongst the more than 125 different ethnic groups, 
and the lack of a constitution are just some of them. 
Nepal has a rate of economic growth of 4% and 
ranks 157th out of 187 countries in the Human De-
velopment Index of the United Nations Development 
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Partners
 › Swiss NGOs, e.g. Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation
 › Ministries, e.g. the Ministry of Federal Affairs and 
Local Development (MOFALD)
 › Local civil society organisations, e.g. the Centre 
for Environmental and Agricultural Policy Re-
search, Extension and Development (CEAPRED) 
and Local Initiatives for Biodiversity, Research and 
Development (LI-BIRD)
 › Multilateral organisations, e.g. the World Bank, 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and ICIMOD
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 37.7
SDC: Global cooperation 1.8
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 0.6
DP: Human Security Division 1.3
Total 7.0
Improving the livelihoods of disadvantaged 
groups
In Nepal, Switzerland is working to improve the liv-
ing conditions and food security of the population, 
providing support in particular for the sustainable 
management of natural resources such as land, wa-
ter and forests. 
Thanks to the construction of properly functioning 
and reliable irrigation systems, there has been a sus-
tainable improvement in the food security of 2’900 
households, 60% of them from disadvantaged 
groups. Marginalised smallholder farmers, includ-
ing many households run by women, are benefiting 
from better and more reliable access to water thanks 
to this project and are thus able to irrigate their fields 
and increase their outputs. 
Multilateral cooperation
With the aim of reducing poverty, Switzerland, joint-
ly with other bilateral donors (including Denmark, 
Germany, the United Kingdom and Norway) as well 
as multilateral ones (such as the World Bank [WB] 
and the UN system), is providing support for the lo-
cal governance and community development pro-
gramme (LGCDP).
Switzerland has also been providing the Interna-
tional Centre for Integrated Mountain Development 
(ICIMOD) with support since it was founded, and 
in addition backs a farming project run by the In-
ternational Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre 
( CIMMYT).
Transversal themes: equality between men 
and women, conflict sensitivity and migration 
Considering the widespread domestic violence in Ne-
pal and the after-effects of the civil war, Switzerland 
is actively working for equality between men and 
women and for conflict-sensitive programme man-
agement as cross-cutting themes. The programmes 
deal in addition with socio-economic change caused 
by mobility and migration..
Facts and Figures (Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  147'180 km2
Population     27.5 million 
Annual population growth    1.2%
Life expectancy at birth women/men    68.7 /66.5 years
Adult illiteracy rate women/men   46 / 71%
Per capita GDP  690 USD
Proportion of population living on less than USD 2 per day 57.3%
Community gathering in Nangelkhola. 
© SDC
Women selling their products at a mar-
ket. © Swiss embassy Nepal
Impressum
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC 
CH-3003 Berne, Switzerland 
www.sdc.admin.ch
Visit by a representative of the Citizen 
Awareness Centre, making women in 
rural regions aware of their rights. 
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